
 
 

What to Do After a Death 

If a person dies at home or in a nursing home: 

If the death was in a nursing home the staff at the home will arrange for this to be done. 

If the death is at home, and it is an expected death, you will need to contact their Doctor or 

the out of hours duty Doctor. If the death takes place during the night , you can wait until 

the morning to call the Doctor if you want to.  

Once the Doctor has confirmed that death has taken place, they will issue the Medical 

Certificate of Cause of Death. You will need this to Register the death at the Register Office 

which needs to be done within 5 days.  

If you have called the duty doctor out, you will need to speak to the deceased's own Doctor 

the next working day to find out when the Medical Cause of Death Certificate will be 

available for you to collect. 

HM Coroner 

If the death was sudden, unexpected or the Doctor is unable to issue a Medical Cause of 

Death Certificate then it will be reported to the Coroner. You will need to call 999 for the 

ambulance and the Police to come to confirm death.   



 
The Coroner's Officer will contact you and keep you informed of what is happening. 

They will decide whether there will need to be a post-mortem examination. 

They will also advise you as to when you will be able to register the death and will send the 

paperwork direct to the Registrar's Office for you to collect the Copy of the Entry. 

If the Coroner decides that an inquest is necessary, they will usually be able to issue the 

forms required for the funeral to go ahead by opening the inquest for the purpose of the 

identification of the deceased and then adjourn it until further investigations have taken 

place. 

If a person dies in hospital 

If a person dies in hospital, then the hospital Doctor will confirm death. 

You will need to speak to the Bereavement Office or Patient Affairs at the hospital to find 

out when the Medical Cause of Death Certificate will be available. 

To find your nearest  Register Office call : 03000 413131   

A Death Certificate costs £11 – It is advisable to get more than one copy on the day. It is 

more expensive to order more copies at a later date.  
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